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Jenae R. Bunyak, a 17 year-old junior at North Toole County High School 
in Sunburst, has been named one of the top winners of the 1979 Navy National 
Science Awards for her research in agricultural genetics.
Bunyak, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Bunyak of Box 2246, Cut Bank, 
Montana, was invited to compete in the Navy national awards competition after 
she won a major award at the Montana Science Fair held at the University of 
Montana. Bunyak's project involved successfully completing a procedure which 
causes barley plant protoplasts to fuse with soybean protoplasts. Such work is 
important in genetic research and agricultural crop improvement.
This was the third year the Navy has invited winners of top awards at student
science fairs across the nation to submit scientific and engineering project papers
to its national science awards competition. Bunyak was selected as one of 18 winners 
from
/over two hundred entries. Top prizes offered included scientifically and techno­
logically oriented visits to London, Tokyo and Hawaii.
As her prize, Bunyak will travel to Hawaii June 13-22 with 15 other top winners 
to visit Navy laboratories and facilities on the island of Oahu, and spend a day 
aboard a ship of the U.S. Pacific Fleet. In addition, the students will tour the 
ARIZONA Memorial and become acquainted with Polynesian culture by attending 
several colorful events, including a Hawaiian luau.
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The Navy judging was conducted by the Office of Naval Research (ONR) earlieir 
this month in Chicago by judges who represented a cross section of scientific 
disciplines and varied civilian science and engineering occupations. After 
careful consideration of the abstracts, the judges interviewed the finalists as 
part of the judging procedure.
Among the special recognition that Bunyak will receive will be a letter of 
achievement from the Secretary of the Navy, W. Graham Claytor, Jr., and a 
congratulatory letter from the Chief of Naval Research, Rear Admiral A.J. 
Biciocco, Jr., USN. The Navy Science Awards Program is designed to reward and 
encourage scientific achievement among high school students, and is administered 
by ONR.
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